Since the publication of the comprehensive updated checklist of Indian spiders (Siliwal et al., 2005) , there has been an incredible increase in the number of spider fauna all over the world 500 new species, 40 new genera and one resurrected family; the total now standing around 39500 species in 3642 genera and 111 families (Platnick, 2006) . In keeping with the objectives set out last year, this overview is to provide a comprehensive checklist of spiders of the region of South Asia, which includes eight countries, namely, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Since the updated Indian checklist was published last year, only additions and changes that have occurred over the last year have been reported in the printed version of the paper. This printed overview includes checklists for seven countries of South Asia. The complete and 2006 updated checklist of Indian spiders is available on the web as a supplement to this printed version due to proibitive printing costs. Subsequent updates for all South Asian countries will be published on the web.
The spider descriptions in South Asia began in the late 18th century with the first species described being Gasteracantha geminata by Fabricius (1798) . However, before this period, there have been records of observation or collection of spiders by Dutch colonials in Sri Lanka. The earliest known formal illustration of a spider is of a mygalomorph by Madam Maria Sibylla Merian in the St. Petersburg Academy of Science published, approximately, in 1700 AD. It was only in 1804 that this species was formally described as Mygale fasciata by Latreille based on an illustration published in Albertas Sebas Thesaurus, (Vol. 1) in 1734 (Smith, 2001) . Most of the spiders described during the British period from South Asia were by foreigners based on the specimens deposited in different European Museums.
While the Indian checklist (Siliwal et al., 2005) is more accurate, the South Asian spider checklist is not critically scrutinized due to lack of complete literature, but it gives an overview of species found in various South Asian countries, gives the endemism of species and forms a basis for careful and participatory work by arachnologists in the region.
ANALYSIS
The number of spider species reported so far from South Asia is 2299 belonging to 552 genera of 67 families (Checklist 9 on the web; Tables 1 & 2) . Cryptothelidae and Homalonychidae are the two monotypic families, represented by a single genus each. Out of the 552 genera, 49 (9%) are monotypic, represented by single species and there are 65 genera (12%) endemic to one or more South Asian countries (4 genera endemic to Afghanistan, one genus endemic to Bhutan, 20 genera endemic to India, four genera endemic to Nepal, one genus endemic to Pakistan, 22 genera endemic to Sri Lanka and 14 genera endemic to South Asia) ( Table 2 ). Of the 2299 species, 1830 species (80%) are endemic to South Asia (Table  2) . Apart from this there are 15 subspecies reported from South Asia; nine subspecies are endemic to India, one subspecies each endemic to Afghanistan and Sri Lanka and four subspecies from Karakorum, whose endemicity is not known. Out of the 67 families of spiders in South Asia, seven families have not been reported from India. In the present checklist of South Asian spiders, the two families Zorocratidae and Zoropsidae are represented only in Sri Lanka, Cyrtaucheniidae in Afghanistan, Anapidae in Nepal, Cybaeidae in Karakorum and Himalaya, Dysderidae in Afghanistan and Karakorum, and Nesticidae in Afghanistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka.
Afghanistan
In Afghanistan, 113 species and one subspecies in 65 genera and 20 families have been reported; 95 species and four genera are monotypic and endemic to the country (Checklist 1; Table  2 ). Spider studies in Afghanistan began in 1846 with the description of the first taxon Eresus walckenaeri moerens by C.L. Koch. Until the middle of the 20th century only a few species were described. Major contribution to the spider studies in Afghanistan was done by Roewer (1955 Roewer ( , 1960a Roewer ( ,b, 1961 and who described 64 and 23 species, respectively. Tikaderia Lehtinen, 1967 Wunderlich (1979) , this species could be Micaria rossica. Comments: Endemic to Afghanistan. According to Wunderlich (1979) , this species could be Micaria rossica. 
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VI.i. Genus Minosiella
Maldives
In Maldives, only two non-endemic species of spiders belonging to two genera and two families have been reported (Checklist 5). Argiope anasuja Thorell, 1887 and Tetragnatha foveata Karsch, 1891 are South Asian endemics and are also reported from India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
Nepal
In Nepal, 222 species of spider in 79 genera and 23 families have been reported (Checklist 6). Four of 79 genera are endemic to the country and of which only single genus is monotypic. Of these 222 species, 176 are endemic to the country (Table 2) . Studies on spiders were initiated in mid 20th century and major contribution was done by Jäger (2000 Jäger ( , 2001 , who described 32 species, Ono (1978 Ono ( , 1979 Ono ( , 1983 ) described 19 species, Bohdanowicz (1979 Bohdanowicz ( , 1987 described 14 species and Brignoli (1972 described 14 species and Brignoli ( , 1973 described 14 species and Brignoli ( , 1976 described 14 species and Brignoli ( , 1978 described 14 species and Brignoli ( , 1983 ) described 12 species.
Pakistan
In Pakistan, 138 species of spider in 79 genera and 22 families have been reported (Checklist 7). The genus Sivalicus is monotypic and endemic to the country. Out of 138 species, 72 are endemic to the country (Table 2) . Major contribution to spider study was done by Dyal ( , 1957 by describing 42 species.
The publications before independence and partition of India and Pakistan (1947) indicate India and Platnick (2006) has retained India in distribution of many spider species whose type locality and known distribution is in present Pakistan.
Sri Lanka
In (Brignoli, 1983) Synonym: Oedothorax maculatus Wunderlich, 1974 Oedothorax wunderlichi Brignoli, 1983 Comments: Endemic to Nepal. Oedothorax wunderlichi was a replacement name provided by by Brignoli (1983) for Oedothorax maculatus as the species name was preoccupied by Crosby (1905) . Later this species was trasferred to genus Gorbothorax by Tanasevitch (1998 Tanasevitch (1992) . Platnick, 1989 Comment: This genus is endemic to Nepal. Hubertella is a replacement name for genus Hubertia by Platnick (1989) as generic name was preoccupied. (Georgescu, 1977 (Gravely, 1924) Synonyms: Lycosa fletcheri Gravely, 1924 Lycosa rothaka Tikader, 1970 Distribution: India, Nepal, Pakistan Comments: Endemic to South Asia. Lycosa rothaka was synonymised with Pardosa fletcheri by Tikader & Malhotra (1980 Lehtinen & Saaristo (1980) .
VIII.k. Genus Hubertella
Hubertella orientalis
XII. FAMILY OCHYROCERATIDAE FAGE, 1912
XII.a. Genus Leclercera Deeleman-Reinhold, 1995 1. Leclercera machadoi (Brignoli, 1973) Synonym: Althepus machadoi Brignoli, 1973 Comments: Endemic to Nepal. Althepus machadoi was transferred to genus Leclercera by DeelemanReinhold (1995).
XII.b. Genus Psiloderces Simon, 1892 1. Psiloderces mulcatus (Brignoli, 1973) Synonym: Althepus mulcatus Brignoli, 1973 Comments: Endemic to Nepal. Althepus mulcatus was transferred to genus Psiloderces by DeelemanReinhold (1995 (Roewer, 1942) Synonym: Araneus formosus Aranea formosella Roewer, 1942 Comments: Endemic to Pakistan. Araneus formosus was preoccupied by Olivier, 1789 and thus, Roewer (1942) provided a replacement name Aranea formosella for this species. Platnick (2006) corrected the species name as per ICZN rules. (Roewer, 1942) Synonyms: Araneus fulvus Aranea fulvella Roewer, 1942 Distribution: India, Pakistan Comments: Endemic to South Asia. As species name was preoccupied by Walckenaer (1842) under genus Epeira, Roewer (1942) provided a replacement name Araneus fulvell for Araneus fulvus. (Simon, 1889 Platnick (2006) , this species occurs in Pakistan. Barrion & Litsinger, 1995 Distribution: Pakistan, Philippines Comments: According to Platnick (2006) , this species occurs in Pakistan. Dyal, 1935 Comments: Wunderlich (1986) , so genera listed by Brignoli under Castianeirinae and Corinninae (Clubionidae) are treated here and also genera listed by Roewer under the Corinninae have been apportioned to the Corinnidae (Platnick, 2006) . III.a. Genus Corinna C.L. Koch, 1841 1. Corinna propera Synonym: Lausus properus Comments: Endemic to Pakistan. According to Bonaldo (2000) , this species is misplaced in this genus and probably belong to Oedignatha group (Platnick, 2006 Siliwal et al. (2005) . Gravely, 1924 Synonym: Piratula kempi (Gravely, 1924) Distribution: India, Pakistan, Bhutan, China Comments: Transfer of Lycosa kempi to genus Piratula was considered incorrect and thus the original name was reinstated by Tikader (1970) . Gravely, 1924 Synonym: Pardosa mackenziei (Gravely, 1924) Distribution: Pakistan, India, Bangladesh Comments: Endemic to South Asia. Transfer of Lycosa mackenziei to genus Pardosa was considered incorrect and thus, original name was reinstated by Tikader and Malhotra (1980 Lessert (1927) and thus Roewer (1955) provided replacement name Habrocestum dyali for Habrocestum rubroclypeatum. Synonym: Habrocestum algericum Habrocestum panjabius Comments: Endemic to Pakistan. Habrocestum algericum was preoccupied by Dalmas (1920) and thus 
Araneus fulvellus
Araneus nympha
Cyclosa krusa
Cyclosa mohini
Lycosa kempi
Lycosa mackenziei
Habrocestum panjabium
VI. FAMILY CRYPTOTHELIDAE L. KOCH, 1872
Comments: It is monotypic family.
VI.a. Genus Cryptothele L. Koch, 1872 Comments: This genus was previously considered in the family Zodariidae by Tikader (1987) . Davies (1985) and Jocqué (1986a, b) placed it in the family Cryptothelidae. (Simon, 1905) Synonym: Dictyna nigricauda Simon, 1905 Distribution: India, Sri Lanka Comments: Endemic to South Asia. Dictyna nigricauda was transferred to genus Anaxibia by Lehtinen (1967) . Sri Lanka was not included in distribution by Siliwal et al. (2005 (Brignoli, 1972) Synonym: Nesticus aelleni Brignoli, 1972 Comments: Endemic to Sri Lanka. Nesticus aelleniwas was transferred to genus Nesticella by Lehtinen & Saaristo (1980 
Species with original name reinstated
Original names have been reinstated for 36 species of South Asian spiders, mainly lycosids (16 species) that were transferred to other genera without detailed explanations for their transfer and these changes were not accepted by many authors including Platnick (2006) . Of these, 25 species are from India (Siliwal et al., 2005) , eight from Sri Lanka, one each from Afghanistan, Karakorum and Pakistan and nine species which occur in more than one South Asian country. Authors that reinstated original names (apart from Indian species as given in Siliwal et al., 2005) are Agnarsson (2004) , Brignoli (1976 Brignoli ( , 1983 Brignoli ( , 1986 , Logunov (2001) , Platnick (2006) , Platnick & Shadab (1974) , Tikader & Malhotra (1980) , and Helsdingen (1979) .
Species with new combination
There are only two species (from India and Bhutan) with new combination, Dictyna rebai Tikader, 1966 (Dictynidae) and Coelotes baronii Brignoli, 1978 (Amaurobiidae) . The male and female of Coelotes baronii identified by Brignoli (1978) was transferred by Wang (2002) to the genus Draconarius (male) and to the genus Himalcoelotes (female). The transfer of Dictyna rebai was discussed in Siliwal et al. (2005) .
Taxa not included in the World Catalog of Spiders
There are 39 species of spiders 50. Dolichoneon typicus 51. Euophrys concolorata Roewer, 1951 52 . Pseudicius pseudoicioides (Fabricius, 1775) 61a. Ebrechtella tricuspidata concolor 62. Ozyptila spinosissima Note: Himalayas species are marked with '*' and rest of the species are from Karakorum. position are categorised as incertae sedis. Five species from South Asia are identified as incertae sedis, three from India (Siliwal et al., 2005) , one each from Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
The Pakistan species Altella conglobata Dyal, 1935 (Uloboridae) was identified as incertae sedis by Lehtinen (1967) and the Sri Lankan species Taphiassa punctigera Simon, 1895 (Mysmenidae/ Theridiidae) was identified as incertae sedis by Brignoli (1980) as both the species did not possess characters of the respective genera.
Species identified as nomen nudum
Sivaperuman et al. (2005) listed Rhomphaea vansdaensis in the checklist of spiders from Parambikulam Wildlife Sanctuary. This species lacks formal description and thus we assign it as nomen nudum.
Species/generic names with emendation
In addition to 37 species from India (Siliwal et al., 2005) , there is a single species Araneus formosellus (Roewer, 1942) from Pakistan whose name was emended as per ICZN rules by Platnick (2006) .
Taxa that have undergone changes in their taxonomic position
There are 260 taxa of South Asia that have been transferred to other families or genera by various authors (see Siliwal et al., 2005 , & Platnick, 2006 . Apart from this there have been 142 taxa that were synonymised with other spider families/ genera/species in South Asia. List of South Asian taxa excluding India that have undergone changes in taxonomic position are listed in Tables 6 and 7 . Amongst the recent changes in taxonomic positions, the subfamily Nephilinae (Tetragnathidae) was elevated to the family level by Kuntner (2006) and hence the four genera Clitaetra Simon, 1889, Herennia Thorell, 1877, Nephila Leach, 1815 and Nephilengys L. Koch, 1872 were transferred from Tetragnathidae to the family Nephilidae. Since the publication of Siliwal et al. (2005) there have been three Indian species transfered to another family or genus amongst. Spariolenus minusculus (Reimoser 1934 ) of the family Sparassidae was transferred to the genus Martensopoda by Jäger (2006) ; Araneus himalayaensis of the family Araneidae was described from India that have not yet found a place in the World Catalog of Spiders (Platnick, 2006) . Unless otherwise proved to be wrongly identified, these spider species published in refereed Indian journals are to be recognized as valid species. They are listed in Table 4 .
Species with misspelt generic name
There are six genera of South Asian spiders, which were misspelt in the original text or by various arachnologists. These genera are Chorizopes Cambridge, 1870, Megamyrmaekion Wider, 1834, Castianeira Keyserling, 1879, Scopoides Platnick, 1989 , Troxochrota Kulczynski, 1894 and Zelotes Gistel, 1848 . Notes for such changes are given in the main checklist under comments for the respective species.
Species identified as nomen dubium
There are 29 species from South Asia, whose type specimen is not in proper condition or is incomplete and are categorised as nomen dubium. The original name of such species is retained until further specimens are available. Of these 29 species, 21 are from India, six from Sri Lanka, one each from Afghanistan and Karakorum.
South Asian species categorised as nomen dubium other than India are listed in Table 5 .
Species identified as incertae sedis
Species with uncertain taxonomic Patel, 1993 , Bastawade (2006 provided a replacement name Oedignatha raigadensis for this species. Selenocosmia himalayana of the family Theraphosidae was transferred to the genus Haplocosmia by Schmidt (2004) . The South Asian species Herennia ornatissima was synonymised with Herennia multipuncta by Kuntner (2005) .
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